A socialist revolution in the most industrially advanced state in Africa
would create enormous repercussions for neocolonialism throughout
the entire continent. Within the United States, itself, the effect of a
large-scale conflict in South Africa would have serious consequences for
the domestic racial situation. In the final analysis, the management of
all the contradictions in American foreign policy will be directly related
to the development of the class struggle in southern Africa. What is
patently clear at this stage is that the future thrust of Western inter-
vention will increasingly stem from the United States,

A fuller, earlier discession along these lines can be found in Barry Cohen's pam-
phlet, The Black and White Minstrel Show: Carfer, Young and Africa published
by Spokesman Books, Nottingham in September 1977.

ANGOLA: THE RISE AND FALL OF NITO ALVES
Paul Fauvet (Mozambique, Angola, Guinea Information Centre)

With the arrest of Nito Alves on 7 July 1977 at Piri (his birthplace in
northern Angola), a chapter of Angolan history centred around the
‘nitista’ insurrection of 27 May came to an end. There remain the clear-
ing-up operations and the trials of the nitista leaders by the special
military tribunal set up for that purpose, But an attempt can now be
made to sum up the history of the factionalism within the MPLA in
which he was the central figure.

The First Region

Born in 1945, Nito Alves studied at an evangelical mission near Piri,
and then from 1960 in Luanda. Unlike Agostinho Neto and some
others of the top MPLA leadership he was not university-educated. Nor,
however, was he of the same social background as the teeming masses
of the musseques — Luanda®s sprawling slum townships — though he
was later to proclaim himself their spokesman. His education continued
to a fairly high level, and when he took up clandestine anti-colonial
activity in 1965 he was in his sixth year of studies at a Luanda liceu.

When a number of his comrades were arrested and incarcerated in the
Sao Nicolau prison camp in southern Angola in 1966, Nito Alves left
Luanda and joined the guerrilla fighters of MPLA’s First Politico-
Military Region in the Dembos forests. This pocket of guerrilla activity
north of Luanda had been in existence since 1961 when the failed rising
against the Luvanda prisons sparked off the armed struggle. It was cut
off from the rest of MPLA's activities. In June 1966 MPLA reinforce-
ments, the Cienfuegos Column, totalling 72 men, managed to reach the
First Region, after a hazardous twenty-day trek from the Zaire frontier.
In January 1967, a further MPLA detachment, the Camy Column, set
out to join the fighters in the Dembos, but was ambushed on the way
by Portuguese troops and by men of Holden Roberto’s FNLA. Out of
its original complement of 158, only 19 of the Camy Column managed
to fight their way through. After this there was no further contact
between the First Region and the rest of the Movement until 1974.

Nito Alves rose to prominence in the Dembos. In 1967 he was put in
joint command of the local CIR (Centre for Revolutionary Instruction),
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and in 1971 he became a member of the Region leadership, under the
overall command of Jacob Joao Caetano (who went under the nom-de-
guerre Monstro Imortal).

Under difficult and isolated conditions, what President Neto has critic-
ised as a ‘certain regionalism’ crept into the thinking of the Dembos
fighters. A mythology was erected, and was enshrined in Nito Alves’
book A4 Dialectica e a Guerrilha (Luanda, 1976) according to which the
First Region was ‘the unbreakable front of the resistance, the national
holocaust®, It was claimed that this was the main battleground against
colonialism, and that it made greater sacrifices than MPLA’s other
fronts, particularly than the Third Region (the Eastern provinces of
Moxico and Cuando Cubango). In fact the reality was less glowing.
Colonialist offensives in 1969 defeated the MPLA guerrillas on the
southern sector of the First Region front. All contact with clandestine
activity in Luanda was broken. A series of betrayals severely damaged
the First Region’s offensive capacity. The member of MPLAs Direct-
ing Committee in the Region were captured, Through its links with the
Mobutu regime in Zaire, FNLA continued to sabotage MPLA’s activity.
Passage from Cabinda (MPLA's Second Region) into the First Region,
for instance, was a dangerous business: a strip of Zairois territory had
to be crossed, and the Zairois army had orders to intercept any MPLA
fighters.

When Monstro Imortal was sent to Cabinda to seek aid for the Dembos,
Nito Alves was named joint commander of the Region. Monstro Imortal
was never able to return, and Nito Alves came to run the supreme
politico-military body in the Region. This was where the April 25 insur-
rection in Portugal and the downfall of the Caetano dictatorship found
him.

From the Fall of Fascism to Independence

In the new political situation, Nito Alves returned to Luanda with the
mission of resuming contact with the clandestine networks in the city.
Here he met up with José Van Dunem. Van Dunem had been imprisoned
in the Sao Nicolau camp, had built up clandestine structures within the
prison and had won the personal loyalty of many of the 6,000 Angolans
held there. These were released shortly after April 25th, and they were
to provide the faction set up by Alves and Van Dumen with many of
its leading figures. Van Dumen then married a white Angolan of Portu-
puese origin, Cita Vales, who had formerly lived with Nito Alves. In
Portugal she had been an important leader of the UEC (Union of Com-
munist Students). Here began the unhappy connection between Nito
Alves’ faction and certain elements of the Portuguese left, including
members of the Communist Party, who presumably saw in Alves a
‘genuine’ revolutionary leader. However the position of the PCP as a
Ea:t}r was always one of support for the MPLA majority under Agostinho

eto.

MPLA was beset with serious internal problems in 1974. Daniel Chipen-
da’s ‘Eastern Revolt’ had virtually seceded from MPLA in 1973, had
organized attempts against Agostinho Neto’s life, and had badly dis-
rupted military activities in the Third Region. A second faction, the
‘Active Revolt’, led by Gentil Viana — whose members had been rather

Bo
©1974-2010, ROAPE | see www.roape.org



inactive in the anti-colonial struggle — had appeared in Brazzaville
where it denounced Neto’s alleged ‘presidentialism’. MPLA thus entered
the post-Caetano period with its hands tied through factionalism.
Rather than attempt a political solution to this problem, an organiz-
ational solution was forced on MPLA at a ‘Congress’ held in Lusaka in
1974. African states, well-meaning or otherwise, tried to marry the two
factions back into MPLA, by according them effective quality with the
MPLA majority.

At this Congress Nito Alves, as a delegate from the First Region, met
Agostinho Neto for the first time. He exhibited his reading of Marxist
classics with great ostentation, and carved out an image for himself as
an intransigent Marxist-Leninist, cast very much in a Maoist mould. He
launched violent attacks against Chipenda; and doubtless Neto and the
MPLA leadership were grateful for the support they received from
Alves, Van Dunem and the other First Region representatives. But at
this Congress divergences also began to appear between the future
nitistas and the Movement’s majority, notably on the question of race.
Alves made no secret that for him the Revolution was for black people
only.

MPLA rejected the Lusaka ‘Congress’ and organized its own Inter-
Regional Conference of Militants, free from outside pressures, inside
Angola in the liberated zones in the East. Here Nito Alves declared
himself a “‘champion of struggle against the bourgeoisie’. Although he
demonstrated an indefatigable ability to quote Marxist texts, Alves’
definition of the Angolan bourgeoisie collapsed into racism. The bour-
geoisie was to be identified with whites and mulattos. He went on to
propose that Angolan citizenship should be withheld from all whites
born in Angola except those who had actively participated in the liber-
ation struggle. As for mesticos, they too would not have citizenship as
a right. They would have to apply for it. This flew in the face of all that
MPLA had said and practised over the years about the definition of the
enemy: that the Angolan blacks were not fighting the Angolan whites,
that the Angolan people were not fighting the Portuguese people, but
that the oppressed masses of both Angola and Portugal were fighting
against a colonial-fascist system, supported by imperialism. MPLA thus
rejected Alves’ positions, but was not prepared to excommunicate him
because of them.

In the political ferment of Luanda in 1974, Alves and Van Dunem
worked hard to control MPLA's structures. A new First Region CIR,
named Certeza (Certainty), was set up, headed by Alves, which was
used to turn out cadres that he could rely on. Fifteen of these trainees
were taken by Alves to form the core of the National Secretariat of the
DOM (Department of Mass Organisations). But Nito Alves was valuable
to the Movement in 1974, not merely because of his anti-Chipenda
stance, but also because of the work of organization that he embarked
on in Luanda. ‘Popular Power’ were words that became associated with
Alves. Now the concept was nothing new to MPLA. Mass democratic
grass roots bodies had been set up during the armed struggle in the
villages of the East, for instance. But in 1974 the phenomenon took on
very different form as the masses of the Luanda musseques began to
organize themselves, firstly against the vicious terrorism of bands of

a0
©1974-2010, ROAPE | see www.roape.org



white racists, and later against the parallel terrorism of the FNLA. It
would be useless to pretend that this organization was something
marvellously pure, enjoying a 100% correct revolutionary leadership.
Far from it. Much of it was spontaneous reaction to aggression. And
since colonialism had ensured that Luanda’s bairros would have a very
large lumpen and criminal population, these elements inevitably played
a major role. For instance, a charismatic bandit called Sabata organized
what was virtually a private army which defended the Rangel bairro
against white terrorist attack in July 1974, Sabata and his followers
were later to be integrated into FAPLA, and played a distinguished role
in the struggle against FNLA and UNITA in Luanda. Unfortunately,
Sabata had a taste for violence and riots. When these were no longer
being created by FNLA, Sabata started his own disturbances, which
eventually led to his imprisonment.

Nito Alves inserted himself into the ferment of the Luanda bairros and
dedicated himself to the development of the capital’s embryo organs of
popular power, His talent as a spellbinding demagogue came in useful
here. In this feverish activity it was not easy to discern ideological dif-
ferences within MPLA . For the massesin 1975 Nito Alves and Agostinho
Neto represented the same thing. In July 1975 came the greatest
triumph of Popular Power in Luanda with the week-long conflict
which finally expelled FNLA from the city. It was largely on the basis
of these successes in Luanda that Nito Alves became Minister of the
Interior in the first government of the People’s Republic of Angola,
formed after the proclamation of independence on 11 November 1975.

Nito Alves as Interior Minister

In government Alves continued to pose as the ‘traditional’ head of
Luanda’s old clandestine network and as leader of the First Region, as
distinct from MPLA militants from the Eastern Front and those who
had operated outside the country. He considered that MPLA"s policy
of national unity equalled class collaboration, and proudly declared
himself a partisan of unflinching class struggle. Since Nito Alves was
quite unable to locate classes within the Angolan social structure, this
was simple demagogy. It was, however, attractive demagogy and it
ensured him support among the newly-politicised elements in the
bairros, support among student circles, and support among some of
the Portuguese left in Angola. Reaction to colonial racism had implan-
ted sentiments of black racism in the bairros, and Nito Alves exploited
this to the full, much to the concern of the MPLA majority.

Alves had a high opinion of his own abilities. A volume of his poetry,
published in Lisbon, contained boastful and arrogant proclamations
of his own worth. Among his friends he was frequently heard to say
that ‘history has reserved for me the heavy task of leading the working
class to power’. In a brochure of military texts of Lenin, selected by
Alves, he made reference to *the immortal Lenin, whose work I intend
to continue’,

Nito Alves was far from the only ultra-leftist active in Luanda. Indeed
in late 1975 and early 1976 his ultra-leftism was overshadowed by that
of others — the so-called Henda Committees and Amilcar Cabral Com-
mittees (CACs), and then the grouping that many figures from these
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committees joined, the OCA (Angolan Communist Organization). The
QCA was basically an Angolan extension of Portuguese Maoism. It was
therefore fanatically hostile to the Cuban and Soviet assistance to
MPLA in the struggle against the South African and Zairois invasions
of the country. It wrote: “As from November 1975 the war ceased to
belong to the Angolan people and belonged to the Cubans and Soviets.
The previous war against imperialist aggression was transformed into
a bloody conflict between two superpowers fighting for the division of
Angola and for influence in southern Africa’ (OCA: Teses ¢ Resolucoes
da I Conferencia, Lishon, 1976).

Tirades against *social imperialism” and the *Cuban army of occupation’
did not win much appreciation in MPLA as the People's Republic of
Angola struggled for its survival, The OCA was suppressed — and key to
its suppression was Nito Alves himsell as Interior Minister. The OCA
waxed hysterical against Alves, referring to ‘a strong social-fascist
current (within MPLA) headed by Nito Alves’. Yet in fact some of their
positions — notably their constant denunciation of the MPLA as
‘bourgeois’ — bear close comparison with those of Alves.

Nito Alves’ hostility to the OCA demonstrates that Alves himself was
intent on eliminating potential rivals, and that he did not look to Peking
for guidance. For by this time Nito Alves’ politics had undergone one
or two somersaults, From enthusiasm, in 1974, for the works of the
Albanian leader, Enver Hoxha, which were being assiduously distributed
in Angola by small bands of Portuguese Maoists, he moved on to write
a garbled ‘class analysis’ of Angola which was a straightforward plagiar-
ism of Mao Tse-tung’s early writings on Chinese class structure, But
Chinese policy towards Angola soon made it rather uncomfortable to
uphold Maoist positions within MPLA, and Alves changed his allegiances.
He and Van Dunem, verbally at any rate, became partisans of the Soviet
Union, particularly from the time of the 25th Congress of the CPSU,
which Alves and Van Dunem attended as fraternal delegates from
MPLA. The effect of this ostensible loyalty to the Soviet Union was to
spread considerable confusion, The Government of Angola seemed to
be on excellent terms with the Soviet Union, was grateful for the aid it
had received from that quarter, yet here was an oppositional faction
within MPLA criticising the Government for being ‘anti-Soviet’, Stories
proliferated in the Western press (particularly the Portuguese) according
to which Nito Alves was Moscow’s man in Luanda. If this was an at-
tempt to create a breach between MPLA and the socialist countries,
then it failed. There is certainly no evidence of Soviet complicity in
Nito Alves’ plotting. Indeed the Soviet Union continued to supply
President Agostinho Neto's government with military hardware, and
only a few days after Nito Alves’ failed bid for power a consignment
of Soviet tanks (types T54, T55 and T77) and sophisticated missile
equipment was unloaded at Luanda.

The Factional Network

As Minister of the Interior, Nito Alves was able to place many of his
own followers within the new Angolan administration. In particular,
the appointment of Provincial and District Commissars was made by
the President on the proposal of the Interior Minister. Although Agos-
tinho Neto refused to nominate some of the men proposed by Nito
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